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TOP NEWS 


TRADE DEAL 
REACHED 
MINUS U.S. 


As Trump railed 
against multina- 
tion pacts, TPP 
nations reached 
new accord with- 
out the U.S. A3 


Senate seat 
may be at risk 
Moore resists pres- 
sure to step down, 
and GOP fears loss 
of safe seat. A3 


Louis C.K. 
admits guilt 
“The stories are 
true,” he says of 
sexual misconduct 
allegations. A2 


Both tax plans 
balloon deficit 
The GOP House 
and Senate pro- 
posals would add 
$1.5 trillion to defi- 
citin a decade. A5 


LOCAL NEWS 


Metro slips in 
transit ranking 
Twin Cities fall 
behind peers in 
number of transit- 
accessible jobs. B1 


Anti-extremist 
grants detailed 
Minnesota groups 
that won funding 
did not focus only 
on Muslims. B1 


SPORTS 


Croft seeks a 
way forward 
Gophers QB needs 
consistency to win 
—now and in the 
future. C1 


Gophers sweep 
Spartans 

Ukicks off season 
with 92-77 win over 
USC Upstate. C1 


BUSINESS 


Media execs 
get wake-up 
AT&T’s planned 
takeover of Time 
Warner is first test 
of Trump’s DOJ. D1 


VARIETY 


Cities have lost 
connected core 
To create a livable 
downtown, cities 
need to return to 
their roots. E1 


COMING 
SUNDAY 


ariribune 


First 10 days of Nov. 
coldest since 1995. B6 
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Kurt Zellers says he warned Cornish 


“I believe he should resign” and apologize, says the former GOP House speaker. 


By J. PATRICK COOLICAN and 
JENNIFER BJORHUS 
Star Tribune staff writers 


Former Republican House 
Speaker Kurt Zellers said Fri- 
day that he once confronted 
GOP Rep. Tony Cornish about 
sexually harassing women at 
the Capitol, and he is now call- 
ing for Cornish to resign from 
the House. 


In a written statement, 
Zellers said that “in response to 
secondhand rumors at the State 
Capitol, I had a private meeting 
with Rep. Tony Cornish. At that 
time, I informed Rep. Cornish 
in the strongest possible terms 
that sexual harassment of any 
kind is unacceptable and will 
not be tolerated at the Minne- 
sota Legislature.” 

Zellers, who served as House 


speaker in 2011 and 2012, said 
he also told Cornish that if he 
received any complaint that “we 
would immediately begin dis- 
ciplinary proceedings. No fur- 
ther incidents regarding Rep. 
Tony Cornish were reported or 
communicated to me after this 
meeting and during the remain- 
der of my term as Speaker of the 
House.” 

Two women, a current DFL 


state representative and a Cap- 
itol lobbyist, told the Star Tri- 
bune on Thursday that Cornish 
sexually harassed them. Their 
accounts came on the heels 
of harassment accusations 
against DFL Sen. Dan Schoen. 
Both have denied wrongdo- 
ing. Schoen is under pressure 
from DFL colleagues to resign, 
while Cornish has been at least 

See CORNISH on A6 > 


Kurt Zellers, left, who was GOP 
House speaker in 2011-12, 
said he spoke to Rep. Tony Cor- 
nish, right, then after hearing 
rumors he sexually harassed 
women at the State Capitol. 


GLEN STUBBE « glen.stubbe@startribune.com 


Jumping for the joy of winter 


Skiers and snowboarders leapt at the chance to get on the slopes early. Afton Alps opened 


a couple of runs Friday, with other metro ski areas also cranking out snow as the weather 


shifted to winter cold — at least for the moment. Next week, it may be a different story, B2 


Caught in the middle, Hodges squeezed out 


ANTHONY SOUFFLE « Star Tribune 


By ERIN GOLDEN 
erin.golden@startribune.com 


Four years ago, Mayor Betsy 
Hodges cut through the noise of 
a35-candidate mayoral race and 
surged to victory ona pledge to 
transform Minneapolis into a 
city that worked better for all of 
its residents, regardless of their 
race, wealth or neighborhood. 

She mounted a re-election 
bid this year based on the same 
messages that had won over so 


many ofthe city’s voters. But this 
time, with a competitive field of 
challengers on her heels, many 
of the same people who pro- 
pelled Hodges into office voted 
to replace her. On Election Day, 
she became only the second 
Minneapolis mayor to run for 
a second term and lose. When 
the votes were all counted, she 
finished third, behind Council 
Member Jacob Frey and state 
Rep. Raymond Dehn. 
Supporters and critics of the 


mayor say she will leave in Janu- 
ary with several lasting legacies: 
launching the city’s successful 
efforts to raise the minimum 
wage and mandate sick leave 
for all workers, making City 
Hall more diverse and spurring 
anew focus on racial disparities. 
But Hodges also departs to 
mixed reviews of her handling 
of several critical moments 
in the city’s recent history, 
including two police shootings 
See HODGES on A7> 


Nye’s will rise again 
as cozy piano bar 


By AMELIA RAYNO ¢ amelia.rayno@startribune.com 


Flynn 
at center 


of kidnap 
probe 


Mueller looking at scheme 
to abduct cleric for $15M. 


By ANNA MOLIN and DAVID 
KOCIENIEWSKI ¢ Bloomberg News 


Special counsel Robert 
Mueller is investigating an 
alleged plan in which former 
White House National Security 
Adviser Mike Flynn and his son, 
Michael Flynn Jr., were tobe paid 
as much as $15 million in a plot 
to seize Muslim cleric Fethullah 
Gulen and deliver him to Turkish 
officials, the Wall Street Journal 
reported, citing people familiar 
with the investigation. 

FBI agents have asked at least 
four people about a meeting in 
mid-December where Flynn 
and Turkish government rep- 
resentatives allegedly discussed 
capturing Gulen, who’s in exile 
in the U.S., the Journal said, cit- 
ing people it didn’t identify who 
are familiar with the FBI’s inqui- 
ries. At the time, President-elect 
Donald Trump already had 
announced that Flynn, a top 
campaign supporter and for- 
eign policy aide, would serve 
as the White House national 
security adviser. 

Flynn’s attorney, Robert Kel- 
ner, issued a statement calling 

See FLYNN on A6 > 


Chamber sues 
Minneapolis 
over $15 wage 


By EMMA NELSON 
emma.nelson@startribune.com 


The Minnesota Chamber of 
Commerce is taking the city of 
Minneapolis to court over the $15 
minimum wage, saying the ordi- 
nance conflicts with state law. 

In a lawsuit filed in Hen- 
nepin County District Court 
on Friday, the chamber asked 
the court to issue a tempo- 
rary injunction freezing the 
ordinance, then a permanent 
injunction nullifying it. 


“The state has set the mini- 
mum wage in Minnesota, and a 
city does not have the power to 
set a different minimum wage,” 
said Cam Winton, the chamber’s 
director of labor management 
policy. 

Minneapolis became the first 


A year and a half after its tearful goodbye, Nye’s Polonaise 
Room, an institution in Minneapolis for 66 years, is making a 
comeback — on part of its original footprint. 

And brothers Rob and Tony Jacob, who shuttered the North- 
east restaurant and bar in April 2016, are still the ones behind 
the classic name. 

Nye’s Piano Bar expects to debut in late December with a 
totally refreshed concept and space in a small chunk of the 


Left to Sufferis a 
five-part investiga- 
tive series detail- 


ing Minnesota’s historic building at 112 E. Hennepin Av. Midwestern city to adopt a $15 
chronic failure to “It’s going to be Nye’s 2.0,” said Rob Jacob. “It will be remi- minimum wage in June, when 
detect and pros- niscent of the old, but it will concentrate on the new era.” the City Council approved an 
ecute crimes com- After Nye’s closed, the Jacob brothers partnered with local ordinance that phases in the 
mitted in senior development company Schafer Richardson to transform the AARON LAVINSKY « aaron.lavinsky @startribune.com wage hike over several years. 
care homes. lot into the new Montage apartments and accompanying Nye’s will reopen in a small remodeled section of its former Other cities across the country, 


retail space. SeeNYE’Son A7> location, with upscale cocktails and music — but no food. See WAGE on A7> 
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